Plasma fibrinogen levels in type II diabetics.
Plasma fibrinogen levels measured by an immunoassay method on 170 type II diabetic patients exhibited a bimodal distribution with one small population demonstrating levels greater than those of the normal reference range. The mean plasma level of fibrinogen in the type II diabetics was higher than that of the normal population. Spearman's correlations demonstrated statistically significant positive relationships in type II diabetic patients between fibrinogen levels and fasting glucose levels, serum cholesterol, glycosylated hemoglobin and urinary albumin excretion rate. These relationships suggest that increased plasma fibrinogen may be another marker for coronary heart disease complications encountered by diabetics.